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INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this Manual is to help you be prepared with spare parts, special tools and the knowledge to minimize any unhappy experiences the next time you use your RV. Even if you are a klutz and have no ability to do any repairs you can usually find several helpers who will be happy to assist you. However, you are responsible for having the spare parts and unusual supplies that are necessary for your RV. A little education can go a long way to minimizing repair costs and providing extra funds to buy that new gadget. 

I will address both Trailers and Motor Homes that overlap in many of our most important appliances. I will also examine some of the unique aspects of these two RV types. 

It is called Preventive Maintenance and it works. If you always wait until something fails before you repair it, you are doomed to breakdowns, usually at the most inopportune times. If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it. The Service Shops just love these people. Try fixing things before they break for a change. If wheel bearings last 100,000 miles than lets change them at 95,000 miles. I remember a Caravan where one of the tow vehicles lost an entire wheel while traveling on a side trip. The bearing just fell apart. Of course, it was a front tire. The Air Streamer did not understand how this could have happened since he had faithfully repacked the bearings at the recommended intervals for the last 125,000 miles. I tried to explain that this did not insure that the bearing would last forever. Wheel bearings are a constant wear item and will eventually die of old age. I strongly suggested that he have both of the front bearings changed but he was from the “if it ain’t broke” school. I hope I am not around when the other wheel falls off since that surely will elicit an “I told you so”. 

Manufacturers know when things are going to wear out and when routine maintenance is required. Much of this information is in that manual we never get around to reading. Try it you might save yourself a serious problem. The Internet can provide fantastic information on when components might fail. Learn how to use the search engines. 

