This was written by Marion Pember, a retired military chaplain and caravan leader.

WHAT CONSTITUTES A PRAYER?
We are living in a pluralistic world as never before. Many cultures, nationalities, and yes, religions, are in contact with each other in a way none of us ever imagined. What are the implications? One approach is to build a fence around what we are and not be concerned about anyone else who does not agree with what we have fenced. With all of us building fences, we build a Society of mistrust, with no desire to learn about or respect what is behind someone else's fence. 


The religious person should be concerned with getting rid of fences and building a world of understanding and respect for the beliefs of others. WBCCI is not composed of members of only one major faith group. WBCCI members who do such great things in community support at home and wherever we rally should be on the front line setting the example of respect and consideration for the beliefs of others. 
One of the places it is easiest to offend without intending to do so is in the offering of public prayer in groups with mixed major faith group attendees. Christians are one of the most often guilty of offending. For thirty years I served as an Army Chaplain, and for the last seven as a Fire Service Chaplain. During that time I have worked with people from many different major faith groups. It has been a rewarding and learning experience. It has strengthened my belief that God hears all prayers, Christian, Jewish or whatever. Consciously avoiding language in prayer that might be offensive to other major faith groups opens the possibility of providing spiritual food from which all major faith groups can benefit. At least those who are not Christian do not feel offended or left out. I have also come to believe that most people would be very willing to not offend if they had some guidelines. With that in mind, I offer the following suggestions to anyone offering public prayer (e.g. invocations, benedictions. blessings for food) when attendees come from different major faith groups. These are by no means inclusive and are listed simply to give you an idea of some alternatives. 

Openings:

"Eternal God ... " "God of all people . . . " 


"Lord of life 
" 


"Creator God 

" 

"God our Father ... " 

Anything that is not major faith group specific is acceptable. An example of a major faith group specific opening would be, "Dear God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ ... " 

Body of the prayer: 

Offering up thanks to God for: 

Friends 

Life 

Challenges Blessings received 

Asking for strength, guidance and God's care over us Prayers of petition for others 

Anything that is not major faith group specific is acceptable. An example of faith group specific would be: "We thank you for the life and death of our Lord Jesus Christ by whose sacrifices we are saved." 
Closing:

"This we pray, Amen." 

"In the name of Him who is both Alpha and Omega, Amen." 

"We offer these prayers to Him who holds the world in His hands, Amen." "and now to Him whose power fills the universe, we offer our prayers, 

Amen." 

"Amen." 

This is the area where it is easiest to unintentionally offend by being major faith group specific. Christians learn to end prayers by including in some manner, "In Jesus name we pray, Amen." It is difficult to change that habit!! It takes a concerted effort, but it can and should be done. 

What about those (of any major faith group) who believe they would be betraying their faith if they didn't pray a major faith group type prayer? There are those who feel that way and we must respect their belief. The issue is in the hands of that person. When everyone present belongs to the same faith group, there is no problem. In a group containing different major faith groups, that person, if asked to pray, would do well to politely decline, rather than go against his/her own conscience, or possibly offend someone from another major faith group. 

Marion D. Pember 
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• Examples of major faith groups would include Jewish, Christian (Protestant or Catholic), Hindu and Islam. 

